Cyngor Cymuned Carreghofa Community Council

Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday 28th April 2026

PLEASE NOTE THAT THESE MINUTES ARE DRAFT UNTIL RATIFIED BY THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL AT ITS MEETING ON 26th MAY 2026


Present: 
[bookmark: _Hlk181632767]Cllr Done  (Vice Chairman) in the Chair
Cllr C Hall
[bookmark: _Hlk196978269]Cllr. F James
Cllr C Jones
Cllr C Savage

In attendance:
[bookmark: _Hlk189062789]Mr. M . Donkin  Clerk to the Council

	1  Apologies for absence  

   Cllr Parry (Chairman)
               Cllr R Dover. The Clerk announced Cllr Dover’s intention to stand down after the AGM.
               County Cllr. Arwel Jones


	2. To record Declarations of Interest in items on the agenda

                        None


	3. To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on  31st March 2026

The minutes of the meeting held on 31st March 2026 were agreed as a correct record. Proposed by Cllr Savage, seconded by Cllr Hall and approved unanimously.
 

	4. Matters arising from the minutes
4.1 Ref: item 7.5. Defibrillator
Cllr James confirmed that she is registered with the British Heart Foundation. She had looked at the defibrillator and felt that the box needed replacing. Cllr Savage said that this did not affect the life of the defibrillator. Cllr Done said that he would have a look at it and report back
ACTION: Cllr Done
4.2.  Ref: item 12.2  Olive Nials’ Bench
The Clerk said that the bench is now under construction. He pointed out that the bench will be delivered fully constructed, not as a flat pack. Once the bench arrives, he will contact the groundsman at the Golf Club to arrange access for the bench. Cllr Done said that he has a trolley which could be used
ACTION: Clerk
4.3. Ref: Item 12.2 The Clerk said that letters to the volunteers would be sent out.
ACTION:  Clerk
4.4. Ref: item 7.1.  The Clerk reported that he had contacted the Kier site manager  who had said that he would contact contractors whose lorries were coming to and from the Walls Bridge site. He had already spoken directly to the Criggion quarry to advise their wagons to adhere to the speed limits on site and all roads to and from the site. He said that he would monitor the situation.



	5 Finance 
5.1.   Current position
The clerk had circulated papers which confirmed that the Council’s accounts as at Thursday 23rd March 2026 were as follows: -
Deposit account:  	 £ 6745.89 – the first tranche of this year’s Precept is yet to be paid.
Current account:   	 £ 447.96
Pension account  	 £ 76.99

5.2       Year End Financial Statement
Council noted the end of year statement as set out in the papers for the meeting. The Clerk offered to take questions. Cllr Savage called attention to an apparent discrepancy in the expenditure total line in that the variance shown was not the result of the budget figure minus the actual. The Clerk said he would look at this but confirmed that each of the individual variances were correct.

Cllr Done proposed adoption of the End of Year Statement. This was seconded by Cllr Jones and agreed unanimously.
Post meeting note.
The totals represent the sum of the columns. Thus, the variance figure is the sum of each individual variance and is, in fact, correct.

5.3   Approval of Payments
· M.I. & T. E. M. Pritchard – Grounds maintenance contract 1st quarter  -  £966.00
· Rent of Village Hall for March 2026  meeting: Llanymynech Village Hall  -  £24.00

Payment of the above items was approved.


	 6. Planning  
6.1.  Planning Application 23/1122/FUL
Cllr Savage drew attention to this application which was refused. The vehicular access should have been closed but she reported that it is still being used by the owner even though the delegated decision notice required that it be reverted back to its original fenced state. Cllr Savage said that she had witnessed a near accident when a van emerged from the entrance.

Council decided to refer the matter to the Planning Enforcement department at Powys County Council.
ACTION:  Clerk

6.2. Planning Application: 26/0049/HH 
Proposal: Formation of an off road parking area to the side of dwelling, including a dropped kerb for vehicular access, re siting of oil tank, erection of boundary fencing and associated works (part retrospective) Site Address: 15 Tan-Y-Foel Drive, Llanymynech, SY22 6EY,

Cllr Done drew attention to the fact that this application has been refused. although it seemed a reasonable thing to do. Cllr Savage said that this was apparently because the applicant had not submitted sufficient detail. She felt that if the application was resubmitted with the proper details that it would likely be granted.




	7. Other Matters 
7.1. 	Montgomery Canal Development Project 
Council felt that progress appeared slow. The projected completion is now September 2026 but this may have to be extended. Cllr Hall said that the new road appears to be taking a sharp bend rather than the smooth curve suggested by the plans.

It is not known whether the planning application (25/0544/FUL) for the lift bridge at Williams Bridge  has yet gone to Committee.

Council decided to invite Ms Churm and a representative of Kier to attend the next meeting to give an update on progress.
ACTION:  Clerk

7.2.	Council Leaflet.
In the absence of the Chairman this matter was deferred to the next meeting.
ACTION: Chairman

7.3.   Vacancy on the Council
The Clerk reported that a vacancy notice has now been displayed for the statutory period of 14 days with no interest shown. The Council may now move to co-opt to the vacancy
The council may co-opt whomever it pleases to fill a casual vacancy.  However, The Local Government (Wales) Measure 2011 requires Councils to give public notice where vacancies are to be filled by co-option.  A notice of intention to Co-opt must be displayed on the noticeboard and website for 14 days.
Cllr Done said that he would be prepared to do a leaflet drop to encourage people to participate and Cllr Hall said that she would draft something for the Council’s website and media platforms and circulate this for approval. 
The Clerk said that he would forward the Notice of Co-option to the Chairman to be put on the website with a printed version on the Council’s notice board.
ACTION: Clerk then Chairman, Cllr Done and Cllr Hall

7.4.   Code of Conduct Training
At the March meeting it was decided that, because of difficulties in individual councillors accessing the training, a  training event for the entire council would be organised. It was felt that this would best take place before a Council meeting. However, the date of the May meeting would be busy as it also has to accommodate the AGM. 
It was, therefore agreed that the training would be given before the June meeting, 30th June, at 6.00pm.
ACTION: All to note

7.5.  Littering 
Cllr Done introduced the topic by saying that the situation is still bad; he had picked up 10kg of litter the previous night. He accepted that much of the litter comes from motorists having visited food outlets such as MacDonald’s throwing empty containers out of their vehicles. Nonetheless he felt that the provision of anti-littering notices might help and was prepared to donate the cost of the posters.

Cllr Savage said that it was not a matter of cost but whether additional signage is needed.
Cllr Hall thought that, if signage is wanted, the children at Carreghofa School might be asked to design a poster. This would raise awareness of the need to deal properly with litter and the winning entry could be used as the Council’s poster.

Cllr Savage said that a group has arranged to do a litter pick in the village on 16th May at 2.30pm. It is not known who has organised this.

It was decided to ask Cllr Parry, the Community Council’s representative on the School Governors, to approach the School re the possibility of the children being involved in this project.

The Clerk was asked to check with County Cllr Arwel Jones to see whether permission is needed to put up anti littering posters on the highway.
ACTION: Clerk then Cllr parry and County Cllr Arwel Jones

7.6. Boundary Stone Car Park
Cllr Done felt that a height restriction barrier should be erected at the entrance to the car park opposite the Boundary Stone.  Cllr James noted that it was not particularly high-sided vehicles that caused a problem at the car park. At present there is not much of a problem and she thought that a sign asking owners to park considerately should suffice.
Cllr Hall suggested that, if there is no immediate problem,  the matter be kept under review. This was agreed.

7.7.  Grounds maintenance
Cllr Done had suggested that because the amount of space at the Walls Bridge playground has reduced as a result of the construction of the new bridge, the Council’s grounds maintenance contractors might take on some other tasks as part of the current contract.

The Clerk said that he had met with Mr. Pritchard who had agreed the following:-
1. To clear out the gutters in Cae Haidd and Tan-Y-Foel  
2. To clear away further vegetation from the old Walls Bridge  
3. To clear encroaching leaf debris. compost from the footpaths between the canal bridge on the A483 to the boundary stone.  The contractors are not comfortable with working on the trunk road, especially as this is the responsibility of the County Council. Nonetheless they have agreed that they will spray the edges which should produce the desired result.
4. To clear vegetation along the verges from the football field to the school. This is primarily the responsibility of the County Council. However, the  contractors will undertake the work from Elm Tree Park to the Football field and as far beyond as is considered safe.
5. To remove all weeds and suchlike along the Carreghofa side of the A483/North Road between the crossroads and the entrance to the heritage centre. The contractors are less happy with working on the trunk road. 
6. To cut back all vegetation in the Dolphin car park and clear out the gutters. Although the Dolphin Car Park is the responsibility of the County Council the contractors are happy to cut back overhanging vegetation but cannot be responsible for removing the piles of rubbish on the site.
The Council was happy with this outcome.
7.8   County Councillor’s update                                                (County Cllr Arwel Jones)
County Cllr Arwel Jones had tendered his apologies but sent a message to say that there is no report  this month as we are in a PEP ( pre-election period) .

7.7.  Social media activity for the Council                                           (Chairman)                 
In the absence of the Chairman, Cllr Hall reported that a resident had asked if Kier (the contractors for the CRT canal project) could provide a road sweeper to clear the gutters which are full of debris from the delivery vehicles. This extends from Carreghofa lane to the crossroads on the A483.
ACTION: Clerk to contact Kier


	8.	Amenities
8.1.	Walls Bridge
This matter has been dealt with earlier in the agenda.

8.2. Football Field
Future lease and alternative site.  In the absence of County Cllr Arwel Jones this matter was deferred to the next meeting.
ACTION: County Cllr Arwel Jones.


	9 Highways and Byways  
9.1.    Road Repairs and Potholes
There has been no action on any of the matters raised in the last meeting. Cllr Hall said that another huge pothole had appeared on Carreghofa Lane toward the Carreghofa Locks. She was concerned that a notice has been received saying that the entrance to Carreghofa Lane will be closed from 1st to the 10th June between 9.30am and 3.00pm each day. Access for residents would be available from the other end of Carreghofa Lane but the existence of this pothole would make this very difficult and, impossible for traffic needing access to the Tanat Holiday park.   The Clerk said that he had had no notice of any closure. The Council agreed to raise this issue with Powys County Council.
ACTION: Cllr Hall to send a copy of the notice to the Clerk
Clerk to contact Powys County Council.
County Cllr Arwel jones to raise the issue of the pothole and lack of progress on previously raised matters.


	10 To receive reports on Meetings from Outside Bodies
10.1  Burial Board
Nothing to report.

[bookmark: _Hlk214440231]10.2. Powys C. C. and Town and Community Councils meeting
Nothing to report

10.3. Village Hall
Cllr Jones stated that the repairs to the Village Hall roof are now complete.


	Correspondence
11.1. Matters for decision
There are no matters for decision.

11.2. Correspondence to note.
Council noted the correspondence sent out by the Clerk since the last meeting and itemised in the papers for the meeting.

	From
	Date
	Subject

	National Highways
	28th March
	A483 Llynclys to Llanymynech essential resurfacing update

	Marina Churm, Community Engagement Coordinator CRT
	1st April
	Canal Restoration Project update

	Mid & West Wales Fire & Rescue Service
	1st April
	Be wildfire wise

	Mid & West Wales Fire & Rescue Service
	3rd April
	 Launch of  Year Long Campaign Marking 30 Years of Service 

	One Voice Wales
	3rd April
	Free places for councillors on training courses

	One Voice Wales
	3rd April
	E bulletin 21

	Powys County Council via Cllr Arwel Jones
	7th April
	Discretionary Assistance Fund

	Powys County Council via Cllr Arwel Jones
	7th April
	Dolphin Car park

	Russell George MS
	7th April
	April Newsletter

	One Voice Wales
	10th April
	National Conference & Awards Ceremony 2026

	One Voice Wales  Biodiversity Team
	10th April
	 Local Places for Nature Funding

	Powys C. C. via County Cllr Arwel Jones
	23rd April
	 Waste and recycling collection issues and action update 

	One Voice Wales
	23rd April
	Funding newsletter

	Play Wales
	23rd April
	April E bulletin

	Tesco
	23rd April
	Funding available

	Powys C. C.
	23rd April
	Planning decision notice




	


12. Any Other Business
12.1   Redefining yellow lines
Cllr Done felt that the yellow lines on the highways needed repainting as some are beginning to fade out through wear and tear. It was decided to take advice from County Cllr Arwel Jones on how best to follow up on this.
ACTION:  Clerk to refer to County Cllr Arwel Jones

12.2.  Invitation to Russell George MS
On the advice of County Cllr Arwel Jones this matter was deferred until the results of the Senedd elections are known. 

12.3.  Invitation to  Steve Witherden (local MP)  to attend a Carreghofa  C. C. meeting to discuss speeding in the village, the bus shelter issues and the Welshpool recycling facilities (the booking system and charging) 	
Cllr Done felt that Mr Withenden, as our local MP should attend a meeting to discuss local issues. As the Chairman works with Mr Withenden it was decided that he be asked to make an approach on behalf of the Council.  The Clerk was asked to convey this to the Chairman.
ACTION:  Clerk the Chairman

12.4  Dolphin Car Park
Cllr Done reported a conversation that he had had with the landlady of the Dolphin. She claims that although Powys County Council have a lease on part of the car park, they have never paid any rent or undertaken any maintenance. It was concluded that this is a matter between the landlady and the County Council and does not fall under the aegis of the Community Council.


	13.      Date of the next meeting:
Annual General Meeting  - Tuesday 26th May 2026  at 7.00pm at Llanymynech Village Hall.
The May Council Meeting will follow immediately after the AGM.
ACTION: All to note.



Approved by Council as a correct record: -  

Proposed:  ________________________________________________________	


Seconded:  ________________________________________________________	


Signed:  __________________________________________________________	Chairman


Date:     _______________________________________________________ 	
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